Anything for Billy – Part II, Chapters 18-31

Choose one of the following for reflection:

A.


“I say it’s too much land for one man to own,” Billy said hotly. “He oughtn’t be allowed! Why they say he owns all the way to Kansas. They say he owns Texas, or a lot of it. Now, that’s a disgrace – why should one ugly old bull get to own everything?” (115).

B.


Mesty-Woolah stood seven foot tall, and wore a white turban. A long rifle was propped against one thigh. The red camel he rode was not the sort of animal you expect to see standing in your little American street on a fine summer morning. Mesty and the camel towered over the low adobes of Greasy Corners – you felt, seeing them for the first time, that there should have been a pyramid in the background or maybe the Sphinx (131).

C.


Des Montaignes squatted nearby, picking through Jerry's pockets. A couple of skinny whores who occupied a shanty behind the saloon came out and helped him. The state of the corpse made scavenging messy, but the whores were in no position to be fastidious, and Des Montaignes evidently had a considerable tolerance for mess (135).

D.


“I'm just alone,” he said. “I'm just alone. I guess that's how it will be.”


“Billy, what about me?” I asked. “I thought we were friends.”


He looked at me like a boy whose pup had just been run over by the milk wagon – sad enough to die (153).

E. 


(Choose a quote/passage of your own for reflection.)

In your reflection, provide the following:

· An explanation of the excerpt in your own words, including any relevant context or supporting details.

· An analysis of the excerpt – what does this passage imply about characters / themes “under the surface” of the text? Symbols, metaphors, irony?

· Connections to bigger concepts: analogies to other plot points / characters, Wild West mythology, storytelling and fiction, etc.

